
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1152 June 19, 2001
Christine Tran, Van Nguyen, Lam Lei, Wesley
Bennett, Minh Bui, Ana Lopez, Justin Lai,
Courtney Grimes, Grace Kim, Michael Cole,
Adrian Ingalls, Tracie Thompson, Rustain
Abedinzadch, Ryan Fox, Ryan Dawson, Bruce
Lee, Henry Dao, and Richard Quach. The
team was under the veteran leadership of
coach Carolyn Carmichael, and Thompson In-
termediate School Principal Greg Jones.

The finals were the culmination of hard work
and rigorous training by the students. The
Pasadena School District, the only Texas
school district to compete, adopted the pro-
gram in 1993 in order to motivate students
and encourage academic acheivement. After
thirteen matches with the nine other district
teams, Thompson went on to the National
Competition with the strong support of all of
their classmates. The students prepared for
the competition in a separate National Aca-
demic League class. This advanced level
class prepared the students for competition
with a fast-paced and diversified curriculum.

Mr. Speaker, the members of the Thompson
Intermediate National Academic League Team
have seen their dreams and hard work come
to fruition as they have captured the National
title. I applaud the hard work and diligence of
these students, and wish them continued suc-
cess in their studies.
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Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join the community of Sutton, Massachu-
setts in celebrating the success and triumph of
the Fuller Hamlet Under-11 Girls Soccer
Team. On Sunday, June 10, 2001 the girls
won the Massachusetts State Championship
by defeating Charles River United by the
score of 1–0.

The achievement is impressive in itself, con-
sidering the fact that these young women
were able to band together and earn an hon-
orable achievement at such an early age. At-
taining a championship is a feat that is cher-
ished by all athletes, yet even at the profes-
sional level of sport not all are able to under-
stand the exultation and excitement that these
young women have just enjoyed. It is also
worth mentioning that the Under-11 Girls team
has joined the great tradition of winning, which
has the made the Fuller Harrilet organization
a perennial force in girls soccer.

I would like to recognize the contributions of
each individual who has taken part in such an
exceptional accomplishment. The team was
comprised of 17 players: Ashley Cubbedge,
Erin Fleury, Brenna Flynn, Heather Gosnell,
Karina Gregoire, Caitlin Lachowski, Marissa
McCann, Robin Deschke, Rachel Norberg,
Lauren O’Connor, Briana Paris, Melissa
Stomski, Courtney Sturgis, Alexandra Tauras,
Courtney Talcott, Nfichelle Cavalieni, and Su-
zanne Jensen. Recognition must also be ex-
tended to the head coach, Marc Bowden,
whose prominence was clearly demonstrated
by guiding these young ladies to the Under-11
Massachusetts State Championship.

Mr. Speaker, it is with tremendous pride that
I acknowledge the outstanding young women

athletes of the Under-11 Fuller Hamlet Girls
Soccer Team for a noteworthy season. I con-
gratulate them, with great promise of future
excellence, on their most exceptional accom-
plishment and wish them the best of luck in
years to come.
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Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
mourn the loss of 3 New York Firefighters, the
bravest of the brave. This past Father’s Day,
Harry Ford, Brian Fahey and John Downing
died in the service of New York. These men
were prepared for and paid the ultimate sac-
rifice, giving their lives to save others. Far too
often the courage and selflessness of fire-
fighters go unnoticed and unrewarded. Unfor-
tunately, it takes a tragic fire in Astoria,
Queens, to remind us of just how important
they are. Firefighters personify courage and all
that we as a nation hold dear. My prayers are
with their families and their fellow firefighters.
They will be missed but not forgotten.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct privilege to rise and pay tribute
to one of my community’s unsung heroes, Mr.
John L. Stokesberry, Executive Director of the
Miami-Dade County Alliance for Aging, Inc.
His friends and admirers will honor him on
June 21, 2001 at a retirement dinner in Miami,
Florida in recognition of the longevity of his
service to the elder citizens of Florida.

Mr. Stokesberry is truly one of the noblest
public servants of my community. Having dedi-
cated a major portion of his life to making the
health care system work on behalf of Florida’s
senior citizens, he has been relentless in his
development of innovative elderly service pro-
grams that responded to the crying needs of
our community’s seniors. His was indeed a
crusade of love and commitment that maxi-
mized understanding and compassion for
countless destitute families who severely lack
the financial wherewithal to have their elder
members’ welfare move up through the lab-
yrinth of the bureaucracy.

Under his leadership many lives have been
saved and countless families have been ren-
dered whole because of his dedication to cre-
ate accessibility to affordable elderly health
care and welfare services. He was virtually the
lone voice in the wilderness in exposing his
righteous indignation over the hopelessness of
countless senior citizens who through the var-
ious crises of poverty rendered them helpless
before obtaining affordable quality health care
and welfare services for them.

Furthermore, he has been forthright and
forceful in advocating the early recognition of
the problems affecting the elderly population
of our state. Under his tutelage, the Alliance
for Aging, Inc. and other ancillary centers on
aging and development disabilities have been
established to provide outreach programs in
various segments of our community. Together
they have initiated educational programs for its
elderly population long before the crisis was
recognized, and federal, state and local fund-
ing became available. His knowledge of and
sensitivity to Florida’s seniors knew no
bounds, and he was likewise untiring in seek-
ing the appropriate elderly care guidance for
them.

In various articles on his role in facilitating
upgraded quality service to our elderly popu-
lation, Mr. Stokesberry was genuinely lauded
as an elderly care provider par excellence who
has shown courageous leadership and ex-
traordinary vision, forcefully insisting that high
quality services must be provided on behalf of
our nation’s burgeoning senior citizens popu-
lation and must be constantly upgraded with
constant community input and collaboration.

The consecration of his life serves as an ex-
ample of how much difference a committed
crusader like him can truly make on behalf of
the less fortunate. Almost singlehandedly he
has championed a career-long commitment to
affordable quality senior care service for near-
ly three decades.

In his stint as State Director of the Florida
Office of Aging and Adult Services and on to
his leadership role at the Alliance for Aging,
Inc., Mr. Stokesberry ensured the provision of
high quality, accessible senior care to the el-
derly population in Miami-Dade and Monroe
counties. During those harrowing times of cut-
backs in health and social services funding for
seniors at the federal, state and local levels,
his innovative and uncompromising commit-
ment enabled his office to maintain its critical
role, while leading efforts to ensure that pro-
gram effectiveness and a caring approach
were not compromised.

Mr. Stokesberry truly represents an exem-
plary community servant who abides by the
dictum that those who have less in life through
no fault of their own should somehow be lifted
up by those who have been blessed with life’s
greater amenities. As a gadfly among Miami-
Dade County’s and the nation’s elderly care
professionals, he is wont to prod his col-
leagues toward ensuring that both political and
bureaucratic leadership must find a way to de-
velop programs in and of the community, de-
spite the risks.

As one of those hardy spirits who chose to
reach out to senior citizens from various seg-
ments of our community, Mr. Stokesberry thor-
oughly understood the accouterments of
power and leadership. He wisely exercised
them, alongside the mandate of his conviction
and the wisdom of his knowledge. The crucial
role he played all these years in developing
affordable quality care for our seniors evokes
a genuine humility as he is wont to say that
‘‘. . . the accolades are not important. What is
important is that my community receive the
recognition of its strength amidst its diversity,
and get the help for the disproportionate share
of the problems our senior citizens confront
everyday.’’

It is indeed an honor for me to have had the
privilege of knowing this gentle and caring
man. His word has been his bond to those
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